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Melilla they had despatched an expeditionary force
which, sallying out from the presidio., with difficulty
drove the Eiffians back In the negotiations with
General Martinez Campos following this disaster,
Mulai Hassan showed he was no longer the strong ruler
he had been of old, for m addition to various other con-
cessions, an indemnity of no less than a million and a
half sterling was agreed upon Morocco was already
impoverished, and the loss of such a sum no doubt
contributed to the subsequent break-up of the Shereefian
Empire
Poor Mulai Hassan, worn out through he was, im-
mediately organized the despatch of an army to the
Riff As if conscious of impending doom, he sent his
young son, Mulai Abdul Aziz, surrounded by every
mark of poinp and circumstance, to Rabat, while he
himself, en route for the north, led his mehalla into the
Tadla district. There he fell sick and died The
situation was a terrible one, for the camp was sur-
rounded by hostile tnbes who, if they had known of the
Sultan's death, would at once have attacked
But before he died Mulai Hassan had been able to
express his last wishes to Ba Ahmed, the Court Cham-
berlain, a man sprung on one side from the negro
slaves, possessing all the negro's fidelity, who had been
first the playmate, then the hajib of his royal master
He at once despatched messengers to Rabat with in-
structions for the proclamation of the young Mulai
Abdul Aziz as the new Sultan Then the viziers were
summoned to the royal tent and arrangements were
made for the enactment of a ghastly play It was
announced that the Sultan was better and would
depart to Rabat Then the nodding corpse was placed
in a palanquin while trumpets pealed, and the courtiers

